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AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES 



The seventeenth annual meeting of the 
American Association of Law Libraries was 
held at the Hotel Statler, Detroit, Michigan, 
from June 26 to July 1. Vice-President An- 
drew H. Mettee, of the Library Company of 
the Baltimore Bar of Baltimore, Maryland, 
presided at the first two meetings of the 
Association. President Gilson G. Glasier, 
state librarian of Wisconsin, presided over 
the final session. The presiding officer at 
the joint session with the National Associa- 
tion of State Libraries was President John 
M. Hitt (Washington) of that Association. 

The papers presented at the several meet- 
ings were : 

address of welcome, Hon. Stewart E. 
Hanley, president of the Detroit Bar Asso- 
ciation. 

response, George S. Godard, state libra- 
rian, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Communication from President Gilson G. 
Glasier, state librarian, Madison, Wisconsin. 

survey of state libraries, George S. God- 
ard, state librarian, Hartford, Connecticut. 

problems of a law book writer, John R. 
Rood of the Detroit Bar. 

HISTORY OF MICHIGAN LAW LIBRARIES, Olive 

C. Lathrop, librarian, Detroit Bar Library. 

At the round table held on Tuesday, June 
27, the topic under discussion was the law 

LIBRARY AS A BUSINESS ENTERPRISE. The 

chairman, W. H. Alexander, assistant libra- 
rian of the Association of the Bar of New 
York City, read the first paper. Other pa- 
pers were : the Connecticut state library 
(a) As a supreme court law library; (b) 
As a legislative reference library; (c) 
Continuations by exchange gift, and purchase, 
with forms of record, George S. Godard, 
state librarian, Connecticut ; and law school 
libraries, Blanche E. Harroun, assistant law 
librarian, University of Michigan. 

At the round table held on Wednesday aft- 
ernoon, June 28, the topic considered was 
indexing legislation. A paper was read by 
the chairman, Gertrude E. Woodard. Other 



papers were : the new york index to legisla- 
tion, John T. Fitzpatrick, law librarian, New 
York State Law Library, read by E. A. 
Feazel of the Cleveland Bar Library ; index- 
ing and classifying legislation in the 
pennsylvania legislative reference bureau, 
John H. Fertig, assistant director; and work 

OF THE LEGISLATIVE BUREAU IN ANALYZING LEG- 
ISLATION, Frederick C. Hicks, law librarian, 
Columbia University. (See pages 405-414.) 

There was a special program at the second 
session in charge of Vice-President Mettee. 
Biographical sketches of law librarians were 
read as follows : 

William j. c. berry, by A. S. McDaniel, 
assistant librarian, Association of the Bar, 
New York City. 

charles carroll soule, by Frank E. Chip- 
man of Boston. 

arba n. crane, by Gamble Jordan, libra- 
rian, Law Library Association of St. Louis. 

john william Wallace, by Luther E. 
Hewitt, librarian, Law Association, Philadel- 
phia. 

j. g. marvin, by Mrs. Margaret C. Klin- 
gelsmith, law librarian, Biddle Law Library, 
Philadelphia. 

Stephen b. griswold, by John T. Fitzpat- 
rick, law librarian, New York State Library 

william george eakins, by Charles Elliott, 
Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto. 

edward brinley adams, by Robert B. An- 
derson, assistant librarian, Harvard Law Li- 
brary. 

, The final session was devoted to causes 
celebres, under chairmanship of E. A. Fea- 
zel, librarian of the Cleveland Law Library 
Association. Short sketches were given of 
unique cases within the personal knowledge 
of members. The cases were chosen for 
their human legal interest, and the universal- 
ity of their appeal. Among them were the 
Saco-Vanzetti case of Massachusetts, the 
Limberger case of Wisconsin, and the Mc- 
Gannon case of Ohio. 

The report of the Committee on New 
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DETROIT CONFERENCE 



Members were read and approved. On mo- 
tion of Howard L. Stebbins, the chairman of 
the committee, a new chairman was appoint- 
ed, A. J. Small, librarian, Iowa State Law 
Library, Des Moines. 

The report of the Committee on Checklist 
of the Bar Association Reports was read by 
A. J. Small, showing the checklist nearly 
ready for publication. 

The report of the Committee on Index to 
Legal Periodicals, read by F. O. Poole, 
showed a considerable gain in number of 
subscriptions. It was voted that the Com- 
mittee on the Index to Legal Periodicals and 
Law Library Journal be continued as now 
constituted. This committee has for its mem- 
bers, Chairman, F. O. Poole, George S. God- 
ard, and Gertrude Elstner Woodard. It was 
further voted that if any condition should 
arise making necessary any change of admin- 
istration, that, with the consent of the Execu- 
tive Committee, the Committee on the Index 
have power to act. A special committee was 
appointed consisting of George S. Godard, 
John P. Dullard, F. O. Poole, E. A. Feazel 
and E. H. Redstone, to consider the financing 
of the Index and Journal. 

Reports on National Legislative Informa- 
tion Service, on Affiliation of the American 
Association of Law Libraries with the 
American Bar Association, and on Closer 
Affiliation with the National Association of 
State Libraries were read and accepted. A 
vote of thanks was passed to the American 
Bar Association for its co-operation during 
the past year. It was voted that the Com- 
mittee on the Index to Legal Periodicals be 
requested to continue negotiations with the 
American Bar Association. It was also voted 
that the matter of closer affiliation with the 
National Association of State Libraries be 
referred to the Executive Committee instead 
of to the former committee. 

The report of the Auditing Committee was 
read and accepted. This audit did not in- 
clude the financial report of the Index to 
Legal Periodicals, but only the receipts and 
expenditures of the Association which passed 
through the treasurer's hands. 

Resolutions regarding the death of Edward 
Brinley Adams, late law librarian of Har- 
vard University Law School, were passed. 

A proposition from the publishers of the 



Standard Directory to print in their legal 
directory, without cost to the Association, a 
list of law libraries in the United States 
and Canada, was discussed, and it was voted 
that a committee be appointed to compile 
such a list. 

It was voted that a committee be appoint- 
ed to continue the study of the indexing 
of legislation, and put their conclusions in 
definite, accessible form. The Committee on 
Law Library Economy was continued with 
its present membership for the coming year. 
A. H. Mettee was appointed a member of a 
joint committee of the American Association 
of Law Libraries and National Association 
of State Libraries to bring to the attention 
of law book publishers the confusion arising 
from the omission of numbers from certain 
pages of their books and to request that 
hereafter all pages be numbered and that 
Arabic volume numbers appear on all title 
pages of law books. 

It was voted that, in view of the many 
conflicts between meetings of various sections 
and affiliated bodies, the officers of the 
American Library Association be requested 
to arrange for the holding of general ses- 
sions in the evening, leaving the morning and 
afternoon sessions open for sectional meet- 
ings. It was also requested that if possible 
the schedule of meetings should be so 
planned as to avoid conflict between the 
Public Documents Round Table, the meet- 
ings of the American Association of Law 
Libraries, and the meetings of the National 
Association of State Libraries, and that, as 
far as consistent, the rooms assigned for the 
various sections and affiliated organizations 
shall remain unchanged for the period of the 
conference. 

It was voted that the incoming president 
arrange, if possible, that the Association 
have headquarters jointly with the National 
Association of State Libraries for the next 
annual meeting. 

The thanks of the Association were ex- 
tended to the Detroit Bar Association and 
to Olive C. Lathrop, its librarian, for their 
courtesy and entertainment. 

The following officers of the Association 
were elected for the year 1922-23 : President, 
Andrew H. Mettee, librarian, Library Com- 



LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 



381 



pany of the Baltimore Bar, Baltimore, Md. 
First vice-president, Edwin Gholsbn, libra- 
rian, Cincinnati Law Library Association, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Second vice-president, 
Mrs. W. F. Marshall, state librarian, Jack- 
son, Miss. Secretary, Mary Selina Foote, 
librarian, New Haven County Bar Library, 
New Haven, Conn. Treasurer, Anna M. 
Ryan, assistant librarian, Law Library 8th 
Judicial District, Buffalo, N. Y. Executive 



Committee, ex -officio, Gilson G. Glasier, state 
librarian, Madison, Wisconsin. Executive 
Committee, by election, R. H. Wilkin, libra- 
rian, Illinois Supreme Court Library, Spring- 
field, 111.; Frederick C. Hicks, law librarian, 
Columbia University, New York City; E. A. 
Feazel, librarian, Cleveland Law Library As- 
sociation, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mary S. Foote, 
Secretary. 



LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 



The League of Library Commissions held 
a meeting in connection with the American 
Library Association at Detroit, June 27 and 
28, 1922. 

Twenty-six states were represented by the 
members of the library commissions, state 
libraries, and their staffs. 

First Session 

William R. Watson, president of the 
League, was unable to be present. By his 
request, Irving R. Bundy, secretary of the 
Missouri Library Commission, presided at 
the first session. 

The first paper on the program was aunt 
minerva's new hat, by Anna G. Hall, for- 
merly a member of the New York Library 
Extension Division staff. Aunt Minerva had 
grown old with her hat. She had worn it so 
many years that it was a definite part of 
her. It identified her. Without it she be- 
lieved she would lose her identity. Finally, 
she was persuaded, much against her will, 
to buy a new hat. Much to her surprise, she 
found that she was Aunt Minerva still and 
that her personality had not changed. 

Miss Hall applied the story to the county 
library system. With the aid of a map of 
a county, she indicated the location of sev- 
eral small town libraries. Each town feared 
that the library would lose its identity if it 
became part of a county library. Miss Hall 
presented an outline of the work of each 
library and showed how each could take on 
the additional extension work and yet pre- 
serve its identity. 

The second paper was on 



THE ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES 

OF A BOARD OF LIBRARY 

TRUSTEES 

By Edmund L. Craig, Trustee, Public Li- 
brary, Evansville, Indiana 

A discussion of the topic assigned to me 
would be much more valuable and interesting 
if made by a trustee who had served on 
numerous library boards in different parts 
of the country, and under varying conditions. 
What I may say will, no doubt, be tinged 
in part by the local color of the board with 
which I am connected, the law under which 
it functions, and the class of people it serves. 
I am fortunate in being able to serve in a 
state where the library board levies the tax 
for library purposes, and where there is a 
live state association of library trustees. This 
modifies the problem, to a certain extent, in 
my state. 

The question is not so much the proper 
organization of a board as it is the organ- 
ization of a proper board. When Metropo- 
lis or Hooppole Township, through the ac- 
tivities of some of its thoughtful leaders, 
secures a donation from some philanthropist, 
or the required tax, for a library, the tim- 
ber out of which the first library board is to 
be organized is generally composed in most 
part of persons who have very little, if any, 
knowledge of the functions of a modern 
library or the duties of a library board. 
They have been appointed, possibly because 
they are public spirited, or have led in the 
movement to get the proper donation or tax, 
but probably because they have "a friend at 
court" or a political debt is due them, and 
no more lucrative plum is left to be handed 
out. Fortunate the new board, if one of its 



